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AN OPEN 

DEAR READER, 

EDITORIAL 
LETTER TO OUR READERS 

This is the last issue of The M.G. 1\!Jagazine which will issue from 
the House of Simpson (Publishers) Limited, or for the conduct of 
which I shall be responsible. 

It has been a great pleasure to create and develop this link between 
M.G. cars and those hosts of motoring sportsmen who are so avidly 
interested in their various activities, and I hope we may have 
~eserved some of the many compliments which have been paid us 
on the production of this publication and the standard of quality 
which has been maintained. 

From the very day of its birth The M.G. Magazine has proved 
what, in "doggie" parlance, is known as "a doer," and we hope and 
believe that it has gone from strength to strength until now that 
we are bidding it "farewell" we may know that it will continue to 
thrive. 

It is, we venture to believe, few magazines which survive their 
first eighteen months without a single complaint of any sort being 
addressed to them. by their readers, yet this has been the unique 
record of The M.G. Magazine: so, you see, new records may be 
set up by M.G. interests in ways other than motoring ! 

To readers of The 111.G. Magazine, Farewell, and thank you again 
for your many expressions of appreciation and for your frequent 
help in the establishment and development of this, your Magazine. 

With all good wishes for your future ahd that of The 1\11.G. Magazine, 

Yours most faithfully, 
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If your S.U. is not 
behaving satisfactorily 
it is due to one of 

1935 

these causes: 
OETAClllHG HUl FOR LID------, 

I 
2 

Incorrect mixture 
Piston sticking 

~HOU 

3 Dirt or water in the 
carburetter 

4 Float-chamber flooding 

TAPER JET · 
HEEOLE 

ET LEYCR . 

JET HEAD 

No.I.ADJUSTING THE MIXTURE 
RUN the engine until it attains its normal running 

temperature. Then listen to the exhaust while 
the engine runs slowly. If the engine has a 

constant uneven beat, this is due to strong mixture. 
If the exhaust note is irregular and splashy, the mixture 
is too weak. 

Adjust the jet to such a position that the engine idles 
on the correct mixture. An easy way to do this is 
to screw the jet adjusting nut up higher than its normal 
position and then adjust the jet correctly ; as the jet 
adjusting nut actually only acts as a stop to prevent 
the jet from coming beyond its correct position, it 
can then be screwed down until it butts up against 
the jet head. This will be the normal running 
position with the mixture control set at weak. 

A simple way to test for strong mixture when the 
engine is idling is to 
lift the piston up 
slightly, say -fi in., and 

if when this is done the engine runs faster, . the 
mixture is too strong. 

If a poor road performance, due to carburation, is 
suspected, a larger or smaller needle may be tried. 
The jet control will be found to be helpful in de
termining whether more or less petrol is required. 
Should it be necessary to change the needle, this 
can be done by removing the two screws holding the 
suction chamber in position, the suction chamber 
can then be lifted off and the piston removed. At 
the side of the piston will be seen a set screw. When 
this is slacked off, the needle can be withdrawn and 
the new needle inserted. The position of the needle 
is with its shoulder flush with the face of the piston. 
When replacing, care should be taken that the keyway 
at the side of the piston registers with the key in the 
body. Great care should also be taken to see that 
all machined faces and parts are kept scrupulously 
clean. 

The World's Finest Carburetter 
FITTED STANDARD TO YOUR ~ 
THE S.U. COMPANY, ADDERLEY PARK, BIRMINGHAM 
Sole Wholesale Distributors (Great Britain): W. H. M. BURGESS, 26/Jo Caxton Street, Westminster, London, S. W.,1 
Telephone: Victoria 1667-8, (l.F.S.) E. J. Shannon f:t Co., Be/irove Road, Clontarf, Dublin 
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TIHROUGIH 
WllTIH A IN 

W E were at last approaching 
~ unfamiliar country. The 

walled city of Rothenburg, 
Salzburg, the Traun See, Dilrn
stein, where legend has it that 
Richard the Lion Heart was 
found by the minstrel Blonde!, 
and the Benedictine Monastery 
of Pannonhalma, from which Lake 
Balaton, though forty miles away, 
is visible, all seemed far distant. 

The convoy of Nazi lorries 
speeding northward towards Mu
nich, and the avenues of mulberry 
trees near peaceful Sopron, be
longed to an almost forgotten 
past. 

On nth June we crossed the 
border into Roumania, near Ora
dea Mare. Here, for the first time 
in our experience, all our luggage 
was examined, a brawny lad of 
about ten acting as porter be
tween car and Customs office. 
While dining in Arad that night 
we were asked to hurry, as all 
the lights in the ·town were to be 
turned out because of aerial 
manceuvres. Crowds paraded the 
streets in complete darkness, but 
Arad apparently remained invisi
ble and intact, as no sign was seen 
or heard of the would-be bombers. 

There was such a crowd round 
the car in Arad that the police 
asked us to move it as we were 
creating a breach of the peace. 

The next day we were due in 
Sibiiu. The road, because of heavy 
rain, was one long discouraging 
puddle, and had the Castle of 
Rune doara been of less interest, 

EASTER IN 
~CAR 

by================= 

SIR WINDHAM 
ANSTRUTHER, BART. 

the extra journey there would not 
have been made . 

Some miles north of Sibiiu, near 
Medias, there is an escape of 
natural gas which has been burn- . 
ing for many months and defies 
the efforts of experts to extinguish 
it. It is not unlike a burning oil
well. This has now become a 
point of pilgrimage for visitors 
and natives alike, who flock at 

·· , 

IN KREMS 
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EUROPE 

night to see it; and it is indeed a 
most impressive sight, even from 
miles away. The intense heat 
makes it impossible to approach 
nearer than about 150 yards, and 
the ground far away is warm to 
the touch. We were told that in 
the valley the vines ripen quicker 
than ordinarily. A story goes 
that after it had been burning for 
some months, a neighbouring vil
lage noticed it for the first time 
and dispatched, with great speed, 
its fire brigade to the help of 
Medias, which it thought was 
burning. 

Our stay in Sibiiu will be 
memorable, not only for the cor
diality of our reception at the 
hotel or the kindness of newly
acquired friends, but for the many 
and interminable meals which 
appeared lightheartedly at most 
unusual times of day or night. 
One such I will describe: it was 
given us by the village priest of 
Poplaca on whom we called. To 
begin with, a potent grape liqueur 
called Treba, and then in the 
following order, smoked bacon 
fat with paprika, bread and 
sheep's milk cheese, coffee with 
btiffalo milk and soft boiled eggs, 
all_ washed down with an excellent 
local-white :wine. Such fare, and 
the lateness ·of the hour at which 
we arrived home, made our start 
next morning a matter of conjec
ture. We had, ho\vever, only a 
short journey before.u.s';.the. road 

(Co>1ti>iued 0>1 page 609) 
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THROUGH EASTERN EUROPE 
WITH AN ~ (Continued from page 608) 

improved with the weather, and 
early evening found us at Brasov. 

Little of interest can be re
corded before Bucharest was 
reached. Our road lay through 
Sinaia, snow still lying on the 
Predeal Pass, and the oilfields 
surrounding Campina and Ploesti. 
The road for many miles north of 
Bucharest has now been made, 
by a Swedish company, into an 
excellent race track for those who 
week-end at Sinaia. We were 
unfortunate enough to be going 
against this stream of traffic on 
a Saturday 
afternoon, and 
an untimely end 
looked probable 
on several oc
casions. It is 
bard to con
demn the thirst 
for speed at 
this time and 
place, as I be
lieve this is one 
of .the . very few 
stretches of 
really good road 
in Roumania. 

Bucharest, 
our eastern- . 
most point, was 
reached in 24 
days and a dis
tance of 2800 
miles. The very 
modern ramp garage had an 
efficient staff ; so efficient were 
they that, on calling for the car:, 
we found the engine had been 
most thoroughly cleaned with a 
hose, and the distributor and 
carburetters were full of water. 
This befog remedied, we left for 
Craiova. · . .. . .. 

On comi~g out of our hoteln(fre 
to park the car for the night, we 
found it hidden from the gaze of 
an ,inquisitive crowd by an enor
mous dust sheet, this apparently 
being the local way of preventing 
a disturbance of the peiJ.ce. 

In America, photography for the 
motorist is made easy by large 
road-side signs which say "Kodak 
ahead." In our case this function 
was performed by my wife, who 
would shout something similar. 
A few miles from Turnu Severin 
a loudly proclaimed "Photograph" 

brought me to a stop. Coming 
towards us was a caravan of 
perhaps twenty cart-loads of gyp
sies with their worldly goods. As 
we stopped, so did they. The 
chief and his family immediately 
posed for a photograph (they 
were obviously used to this pro
cedure) and, remuneration being 
forthcoming, we were at once 
surrounded by envious tribesmen 
and women with children 'clamour
ing for money; as my pockets, 
I felt sure, were safer in the car, to 
clear the way I threw a handful of 
coins on the grass. The resulting 
scrum would do credit to any in
ternational team at Twickenham. 

Beyond Turnu Severin we 
visited the interesting Turkish 
Island of Ada Kaleb in the 
Danube, and spent the night at 
Herkulesbad. 

We had thought it possible to 
reach Belgrade the next day, but 
circumstances conspired against 
us. The heat was intense, and as 
our thermos was empty we 
stopped in the village of Moldava 
V&he to replenish it. The strains 
of Tzigane music reached us from 
an inn. On entering, we found the 
small front room occupied by a 
gypsy band and a few listeners, 
including a very drunken indi
vidual, whom we discovered to 
be the rich man of the village, 
and who paid the band to play 
for him. In the confined space 
the noise was deafening, the band 
was playing madly, loud shouts 
from the patron of music punctu-
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ating it at irregular intervals. 
Having quenched our thirst, and 
photographed the band, who came 
out into the road to play us away, 
we set out for the Yugo-Slav 
border after a stay of over an 
hour. A precious hour, as it 
turned out, for we found that 
the border closed at 6 p.m. At 
the station house of Bazias we 
were therefor~ forced to spend 
the night, having dinner on a 
steamer moored in the Danube. 

The buying of petrol in a small 
village near here deserves some 
mention ; it came from a seldom
used drum, and as they had no 
means of measurement, a litre 

· bottle was 
laboriously 
filled and empt
ied the neces
sary number of 
times. 

Many formal
ities at an early 
hour at the 
frontier delayed 
our arrival at 
Pancevo until 
lunch time. We 
had understood 
that at Pancevo 
ferrying the 
Danube to Bel
grade was an 
easy matter. On 
arrival there we 
were disillu
sioned. Many 
enquiries eli

cited as many different instruc
tions. At last, however, exaspera
ted but triumphant, we found 
our way to a point opposite 
Belgrade, having crossed the 
small Tamis on a raft, and 
driven along narrow dyke tops, 
and made many detours where 
parts of these were missing. 
Belgrade was very welcome after 
a 65-mile journey completed in 
eleven hours. 

South from Belgrade the road 
is good, well signed and pic
turesque, and evening found us 
in Sarajevo. The whole popu
lation apparently was having its 
evening promenade, and as no 
well-ordered motorist should dare 
to argue for the use of the streets, 
police appeared to shepherd us 
to the hotel. At the outskirts of 

(Contimwt on page 610) 
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THROUGH EASTERN EUROPE 
WITH AN @ (Cot1tin11ed from page 609) 

Sarajevo on our way to Dubrov
nik, a figure in uniform, frantically 
waving, blocked the road. Visions 
of impending calamity rose before 
us. What crime had we com
mitted? The figure approached 
us as we stopped. "You have 
left your lunch behind," it said, 
"and the hotel is sending it by 
taxi." Relieved, we waited, 
appreciating the thoughtfulness 
which had made our midday meal 
a certainty. 

It was now dark, and the lights 
of Dubrovnik could be seen in the 
distance reflec
ted in the sea. 
We would soon 
be there. Alas ! 
there is just 
north of it a 
bay which 
turns inland for 
some distance, 
and one is 
forced to jour
ney apparently 
away onc e 
more. 

about as mapy miles for border 
formalities in Yugo-Slavia, we 
arrived at last at the one and 
only Albanian post. Here we 
were greeted > with great friendli
ness by the 0fficer in charge, a 
kindly fat gentleman in a solar 
topee, some goats and a three
legged black cat. Turkish coffee 
was provided in the shade while 
our papers were attended to with 
great dispatch. 

A comfortable hotel in Shkodra 
was our stopping place that 
night and Tirana the objective 
next day. We left with some 
misgivings, as it had been im
pressed upon us by people who 
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and seeing that it could not be 
put right without help, we hailed 
a passing bus. The driver tried 
his luck without result, and so 
the very voluble bus proprietor 
made room for my wife where 
appai'en'tly there was none. A 
small gypsy boy who could not 
pay his fare was made to act as 
porter and to crank the engine ; 
this he had to do many times, as 
the life of a battery and starting 
motor here is short, and the stops 
were innumerable. My wife, who 
is possessed of a keen olfactory 
sense, will remember this two
hour journey for many a day. 

Some hours later a dilapidated 
Ford appeared, 
bearing with it 
three mechanics 
(two is never 
enough), my 
wife and, as she 
had remem
bered my last 
injunction, two 
welcome bottles 
of beer. The 
steering was 
soon repaired 
and we arrived 
in Shkodra at 
dusk. 

Southward 
again, along the 
beautiful Gulf 
of Kotor and 
over the Lov9en 
Pass, with its 
thirty-four hair
pin bends to 
Cetinje. We 

A group of picturesque gypsies, 11ear Turt111 Severin. 

The remain
der of our 
journey home 
was compara
tively unevent
ful, returning 
through Dub

met on our way up . about 
thirty cars returning loaded with 
sightseers to the Homeric, whieh 
from the top of the pass looked 
like a toy ship on a placid pond. 
Down into Cetinje by moonlight. 
After a hurried, though interest
ing, visit to the old Montenegrin 
Royal Palace, we departed next 
day, having collected the car from 
its shelter under a lemon tree, for 
Albania. 

Although now pressed for time, 
our Albanian visas could not be 
wasted, so only a hurried visit 
was possible. We arrived at 
Podgorica, the Yugo-Slav frontier 
station, at 12.15, only to find the 
office closed until 3 p.m. There 
was nothing for it but to wait, so, 
taking lunch with us, we hunted 
in terrific heat rather unsuccess
fully for shade. 

With five distinct stops in 

knew the road that the M.G. 
would not go one kilometre with
out becoming stuck. The road, 
they said, was being repaired and 
the heaps of stone would make 
it impassable for any but a high 
clearance car; in any case, an 
average of ro or 12 m.p.h. was 
good. We found all this to be 
partially true, but managed the 
worst parts of the road quite 
easily, to the bewilderment of the 
many be-fezzed roadmenders. We 
lunched by the road, native cow
drivers and peasants stopping 
to pass the time of day with us 
and making conversation by 
means of signs, squatting in the 
dusty road. 

To Tirana had brought us 3900 
miles in 36 days. The return 
journey was more eventful. 
Twenty-five miles from Shkodra 
a defect developed in the steering, 
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rovnik along the Dalmatian coast 
to Split and thence through Fiume 
to Bled. Split, I regret to say, 
remains on our black list, as there, 
through faulty development, over 
a hundred of our photographs 
were spoilt. 

In four days we travelled from 
Bled to Tours : by way of the 
Loibl Pass and the Dolomites to 
Bolzano, the Stelvio and other 
passes leading to Davos, Ander
matt and the Furka, and thence 
by way of Evian to Tours. 

Arrival home in Sussex brought 
a journey of 5900 miles accom
plished in 53 days to an end. 

I have said little about roads 
or bridges, the non-existence of 
which was occasionally denoted 
merely by a pile o.f brushwood on 
the road, or scenery, or people, 

(Co,.li1'ued o" page 611) 
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and less about the gallant little 
car which had carried us so far 
on this, its third, long journey on 
foreign roads. 

Suffice it to say that, as to 
roads, these were. unexpectedly 
good in places, surprisingly bad 
in others, at times exasperating, 
but nearly always navigable with 
careful driving; as to scenery and 
people, the change in them and 
their characteristics is so rapid 
and so noticeable that experience 
of them can alone be the guide ; 
and lastly, as to the car which has 
spent half its running life of 
31,000 miles abroad, we can pay 
it no higher tribute than the 
desire that it shall be our com
panion on further travels in, 
perhaps, 1936. 
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T IH E SPEED 
DELAY URGED BY 
THE ROY AL AUTO

MOBl LE CLUB 

restrictions, such as the 
new speed limit, are put 
into operation. Further, 
the R.A.C. holds very 
strongly that it will be 
impossible for the 
Authorities to determine 
the effect of the new 
regulations, some of 
which may prove to be 
undesirable or super
fluous, if the whole 
question is complicated 

THE Royal Auto
mobile Club views 
with grave concern 

the announcement that 
the 30 miles per hour 
speed limit for private 
motorcars and motor
cycles in "built-up" areas is to 
be put into operation in the near 
future. 

Since the present Minister of 
Transport took office a number 
of measures of a very far reaching 
character have been introduced 
-pedestrian crossings and bea
cons, silence zones, cyclist paths, 
traffic lanes, a large increase in 
the number of traffic control 
lights, restricted working hours 
for drivers of commercial vehicles, 
whilst the tests for new drivers 
are to commence on rst April next. 

In the opinion of the R.A.C. 
it is very desirable that the public 
generally and the motorist in 
particular should be given longer 
opportunity to assimilate and, . 
having done so, to use to the best 
advantage of safety all of the 
above measures before further 

at the beginning 
of the motor
ing season by 
the introduc
tion of a speed 
limit. 

The driver 
who commences 
or resumes 
motoring in the early Spring will 
find himself faced with a host of 
new regulations and signs. If to 
these are immediately added 
thousands of new speed limit 
notices, erected in accordance 
with a system of which he is 
totally ignorant and entailing the 
infliction of a heavy penalty if 
disregarded, however inadver
tently, he may well begin to 
wonder if the game is worth the 
candle. 

The R.A.C. has always held 
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LlllM llT 
that an arbitrary speed limit is 
far more likely to add to the 
danger of our roads and streets 
than to diminish the number of 
accidents. Speed should be regu
lated by the circumstances exist
ing at the time. An arbitrary speed 
limit is a direct encouragement to the 
reckless driver to proceed at the maxi
mum speed permitted by the legal limit 
as distinct from the speed appropria te 
at the moment, and it is submitted 
that the new limit is therefore likely 
to produC'e situations of danger which 
would never exist were drivers en
couraged to regulate their speed solely 
by the conditions prevailing at the 
moment. 

These and other considerations 
were urged upon the Government 
on behalf of the R.A.C. when the 
Road Traffic Bill, 1934, was under 
discussion in Parliament. The Govern
ment, however, insisted in imposing 

the 30 miles per hour 
speed limit in "built
up" areas, although 
an amendment was ac
cepted limiting its opera
tion to five years. The 
Act does not lay down 
a specific date upon 
which the speed limit 
shall come into force, 
and the R.A.C. therefore 
urges that its opera

tion should be delayed 
at least until there has ~
been an opportunity to 
estimate the respective 
safety values of the 
numerous experiments 
now being made. 
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Bll~IMOINTIHL Y 
A Review of the 
Club's activities in 
the immediate Past, 
Present and lutu re. 

The Chilterns Trial 

THE principal event organ
ised by the Club since the 
last issue of The M.G. Maga

zine was the Chilterns Trial on 
13th January. For this 66 entries 
were received and there were 57 
starters. 

The start and finish were at 
The Lambert Arms, near Lewknor, 
and the two principal hills were 
Pyrton and Crowell, both of 
which caused a large number of 
failures. 

The course consisted of two 
laps of a 26-mile circuit taken in 
the same direction on each occa
sion. Thus Pyrton and Crowell 
had both to be climbed twice. 

Two Special Tests were in
cluded in order to enable the 
organisers to find the winner of 

the premier award, the C.M.I. 
Banana. 

Full results appear on page 
616. 

The Manchester Centre 
The Manchester & District 

Centre held their A.G.JvL on 7th 
January last, which was pre
ceded by a Hot-pot Supper. 

A new Trials Secretary was 
appointed, and with the addition 
of a Social Secretary it is hoped 
to get into closer contact with 
the other Centres during the 
corp.ing season. The Trials Secre
tary is Mr. E. S. Berry and the 
Social Secretary Mr. A. Berisford. 

On 18th January the Centre's 
first dinner and dance was held 
at The Queen's Hotel, Man
chester, with Mr. John Norris in 
the chair. 

One of the most buoyant of all 
the Centres of the Club, the 
Manchester & District Centre, 

BULLETlllN 
which did not . come in to being 
until f ebruary, 1934, had achiev
ed a membership of n8 at the 
time of the dinner. 

Not unnaturally Mr. G. B. 
Hall, the Cent~e Hon. SecretarJ'., 
and the committee were compli
mented by all the speakers on 
the enthusiasm and hard work 
which has brought their Centre 
so rapidly to the fore. 

Mr. Cecil Kimber, replying to 
the toast of Our President, which 
was delightfully proposed by the 
Chairman, mentioned that the 
Manchester & District Centre is 
now the largest of the M.G. Car 
Club's children. 

He complimented the com
mittee on its excellent organisa
tion of the Cockshoot Trial and 
described as a fine gesture their 
invitation to Northern Centre 
members who "came down and 
swiped the cup." 

(Ccmlinued on page 615) 

Messrs. D e11z il Lee.and Le1vit1, two enthusiastic M.G. Car Club members, with the car thl!)• took on this year's M onte Carlo Rally 
from j ohn o' Groat's. 

614 



MARCH 

I~ Bl-MONTHL y BULLETIN 
~ (Co11titlued from page 614) 

Mr. G. B. Hall, responding to 
one of the toasts, said that the 
Centre will do its best to give the 
members a really good year in 
1935 and mentioned the recent 
appointments of Mr. Berry and 
Mr. Berisford already referred to. 

After the dinner, the prizes 
were presented by Mrs. Kimber 
and dancing followed until r a.rn. 

The Manchester Centre started 
the season with a "Mystery 
Scrounge" on 17th February, 
which ended with a tea-dance. 

Race meetings will again be a 
feature of this season's events. 
Members of other Centres who 
would like to try their cars out 
with safety on the Southport 
Sands are invited to compete, 
and should apply for particulars 
through their own Hon. Secs. 
The first meeting is expected to 
be in April. 

Any M.G. owner wishing to 

-

become a member of this Centre 
should apply to the Hon. Sec., 
G. B . Hall, of 39 Gt. Ducie 
Street, Manchester, 3. 

Midland Centre 
The Midland Centre's 

"Scrounge" Run, which was held 
on Sunday, roth February, was 
a great success, and the Club 
experienced the largest turn-out 
which they have had so far for 
an outdoor event. 

Starting from Monkspath on 
the Stratford Road at 2.30 p.m., 
lists of articles to be "scrounged" 
were handed to the drivers of the 
seventeen cars which took part. 

As G. A. Frost and A. K. Hunt 
tied with a total of 30 articles 
out of 36, two prizes were given 
and they were well deserved. 

The finish at the Falcon Hotel, 
Stratford-on-Avon, saw nearly 
fifty members and their friends 
for tea; after which G. C. Fray 
gave a film display of some of last 
year's Donnington, Shelsley and 
Brooklands events. 
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Northern Centre 
The Annual General Meeting 

of the Northern Centre was held 
at Tilley's Restaurant, Blackett 
Street, Newcastle-on-Tyne, at7.30 
p.m. on 20th February, 1935. 

A list of the events mooted is 
set out below. The dates have 
been chosen with a view to 
avoiding, as far as possible, the 
Easter, Jubilee and Whit week
ends, also the holiday months of 
July, August and early Septem
ber, although there is no reason 
why other events should not be 
arranged to take place during 
these months. ' 

24th March-Opening Event 
(to be selected) . 

6th & 7th April-Social Week-end 
and Trial (Week-end Cup Trial). 

22nd & 23rd June-Lakeland 
Week-end and Trial (Crosth
waite Cup). 

6th Oct.-Sir William Morris Cup 
Trial. 

December (early)-Annual Dinner 
and Dance. 

A CHILTERNS TRIAL ECHO. H. Maddrell (P. Type M .G. Midget), who made a partimtar{y wet/.;udged amflt of lrowell Hill. 
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TIHE IM.)G.) CAR CLUB 
CIHllL TERINS TRllAL 

141. 
139. 
121. 
125. 
126. 
1 43· 
I 13. 
lJ2. 
1 45· 

OFFICIAL RESULTS 
Award. 

G. A. Hutcheson (L. Magna) ... Prem. 
M. H. Scott (Magnette N.) lst 
H. K. Crawford (Magnette N.) ISt 
H. Williams (J .2 Midget) lst 
W. F. Taylor (J.2 :Midget) lst 
R. M. Johnstone (P. Midget) ... lst 
J. Shewell-Cooper (J .2 Midget) lst 
H. Maddrell (P. Midget)- lst 
R. T. Wheatley (P. Midget) rst 

1V! arks lost. 
7-BM1, BA1, DA5. 
8-BM5, BA3. 
8-BM2, BA3, DA3. 
g-BM4, BA2, DA3. 
9-BM1, DAS. 
9-BM4, BA2, DA3. 

lo-BM3, BA3, DA4. 
r1-BM3, BA6, DA2. 
14-BM5, BA3, DA6. 

104. W. J. Cope (P. Midget) 
122. C. A. N. May (P. Midget) 
160. E. C. Driver (J.2 Midget) 

2nd l4-BM6, BA5, DA3. 
2nd l5-BM6, BA5, DA4. 
2nd l6-BM6, BA7, DA3. 
2nd l6-FPA10, BA4, DA2. 
2nd l7-BM5, FPA10, DA2. 
2nd l7-BM5, BA5, DA7. 
2nd l7-BM9, BA5, DA3. 
2nd l9-BM7, BA6, DA6. 
2nd 19-BM7, BA5, DA7. 

148. J. H. Summerfield (P. Midget) 
159· A. F. Plummer (P-4 Midget) 
120. John Harrop (P. Midget) 
107. S. A. Cooke (J.2 Midget) 
106. K. F. Roe (Magnette) ... 
123. W. H. Haden (P. Midget) 
124. Roy Jackson (J.2 Midget) 2nd 20-BM2, FPA10, BA2, DA6. 

12!. 
122. 
123. 

H. K. Crawford } 
C. A. N. May 
W. H. Haden _ 

Team Award: Midland Centre" B" Team. 
Total marks lost : 42. 

M. H. Scott } 
Miss Taylor 

Runners-up for Team Award: Northern 
Centre "A" Team. 

G. A. Hutcheson Total marks lost : 49. 
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THE C.M.I. BANANA- Coveted 
Premier A1vard, won by G. A. Hutcheson 

(L. T)pe Magna). 

Key to Abbreviations 

BM-Belisha Test Morning. 
BA-Belisha Test Afternoon. 
DA-Dog Leg Test Afternoon. 

FP A-Failed Pyrton Afternoon. 
FCM-Failed Crowell Morning. 

No. 140, Miss Taylor (one of the runners-up for the Team Award), in the Be!isha Test. 
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~ EVERAL altera
~ tions of major im-

portance charac

1935 

THE THIRD INTERNATIONAL TROPHY RACE 

Venue ... Brooklands 
Date 
Final date for receipt or entries 

terise the regulations 
governing this year's 
Junior Car Club's 
International Trophy Race. 

Monday, 6th May 
Thursday, 18th April 

charged engines over 
noo c.c. but under 
2500 c.c. For cars with 
unsupercharged en
gines over 2000 c.c. but 
under 4000 c.c. 

This event, the third in the 
· series, will be run on the same 

ingenious handicapping system 
as its two predecessors-a system 
which is proclaimed as ideal for 
a Brooklands event both by 
drivers and spectators. 

One's first inclination is to 
congratulate the J.C.C. upon hav
ing secured the King's Jubilee 
Bank Holiday Monday as the 
date for the running of this 
event, but upon further reflec
tion it would appear that this 
may prove somewhat of a mixed 
blessing, as that day inevitably 
'"'ill provide an enormous number 
of counter-attractions. 

It is greatly to be hoped, how
ever, that the J.C.C. will reap the 
just reward of their enterprise, 
for they certainly have gone to 
an immensity of trouble to make 
this race interesting from the 
point of view of the general 
public. 

In addition fo the very original 
course used in previous years, a 
system of £ro bonus "primes" 
for all class leaders at 15, 30 and 
50 laps respectively (a la Indian-

apolis) has been introduced
presumably to discourage exces
sive "foxing"-while the intro
duction of the M.G. Car Com
pany's Team Challenge Trophy 
and Replicas for the nominated 
team of three cars putting up the 
best collective performance and 
finishing within the time limit 
fixed for the race is another 
popular innovation. 

This year's Regulations provide 
that the only recognised finishers 
in the race will be the first eight 
cars to complete the course within 
half-an-hour of (and including) 
the winner. 

Entries will be limited to cars 
up to 4 litres in capacity, and 
three-wheelers are barred. Entries 
will be divided into four groups 
as under:-

GROUP r.-For cars with super
charged engines up to 750 c.c. 
For cars with unsupercharged 
engines up to noo c.c. 

GROUP 2.- For cars with super
charged engines over 750 c.c. but 
under noo c.c. For cars with un
supercharged engines over noo 
c.c. but under 2000 c.c. 

GROUP 3.-For cars with super-
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GROUP 4.- For cars with super
charged engines over 2500 c.c. but 
under 4000 c.c. 

Starting at 2 p .m., the race 
will be for roo laps of approxi
mately 2.6 miles, the circuit 
known as the Double Twelve 
circuit being used in a clockwise 
direction. An "S" bend will be 
situated on the Finishing Straight. 

After negotiating this "S" bend, 
the competing cars will be di
verted on each circuit into one of 
four channels, according to the 
group in which they are com
peting. The severity of the turns 
in each channel will constitute the 
handicap, and will be arranged by · 
the Club with the object of bring
ing the lap speed of each group to 
a common figure. 

Lord Nuffield 's Prize for 
Winner 

The entrant of the winning car 
will receive a cash award of £500, 
presented by Lord N uffield of 
Oxford, and will become the 
holder, for one year, of the 
Society of Motor Manufacturers 

(Contill1<ed 01' page 625) 
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THE J.C.C. INTERNATIONAL 
TROPHY RACE, 1935 

(Co11tin11cdfrom page 624) 

and Traders Challenge Trophy 
(upon signing a bond and effecting 
the necessary insurance) and will 
receive a miniature of that trophy. 

The entrant of the leading 
British car, other than the winner 
of the race, will receive a cash 
award of £roo presented by 
Messrs. Joseph Lucas Ltd. 

The entrant of the car placed 
second in the race will receive a 
cash award of £roo presented by 
the Dunlop Rubber Co. Ltd. 

The entrant of the car placed 
third in the race will receive a · 
cash award of £50 and a trophy, 
presented by the Automobile 
Engineering Training College, 
Chelsea, London. 

The entrant of the car placed 
fourth in the race will receive a 
cash award of £25 and a trophy 
presented by Messrs. Chas. Follett 
Ltd., of London. 

The entrant of the car placed 
fifth in the race will receive an 
award value £40 presented by 
The Brooklands Automobile Rac
ing Club. 

The entrant of the car placed 
sixth in the race will receive an 
award value £30. 

The entrant of the car placed 
seventh in the race will receive 
an award value £20. 

The entrant of the car placed 
eighth in the race will receive an 
award value £ro. 

The entrant of the car placed 
first in each group of cars will 
receive a trophy value £25 unless 
the entrant is within the first 
three to finish the race. 

The M .G. Car Co. Team 
Award 

Any three cars, by written 
agreement of the entrants, may 
be nominated as a team. Such 
nomination, which shall also indi
cate the entrant who is to receive 
the Team Trophy, if awarded, 
must be received by the Club 
prior to the day of the race. 

The Team Challenge Trophy, 
presented by the M.G. Car Com
pany Ltd., and to be held for one 
year, shall be awarded (subject to 
the signing of a bond and the 
effecting of the necessary insur
ance) to the team completing the 
full distance of the course within 
the time limit fixed for the race, 
and having the best aggregate 
performance. Should no team so 
qualify for the Team Challenge 
Trophy, the Club may withhold 
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the award, or, if it thinks fit, 
award it to the team which, in its 
opiniOn, has put up the best 
performance in the race. 

Replicas of the trophy will be 
given by the M.G. Car Company 
Ltd. to the individual entrants 
of the successful team. 

Particulars of Entry 

The entry fee 'will be £20 per 
car, which fee includes the en
trant's insurance against third 
party claims up to £ro,ooo. 

The entry fee for a second car 
by the same entrant will be re
duced by ro per cent. anq the 
entry fee for a third or subsequent 
car by the same entrant will be 
reduced by 20 per cent. 

Entries at the rate of £20 will 
remain open until Saturday, 6th 
April, 1935. After that date and 
up to Thursday, 18th April, 1935, 
the en try fee will be £30 per 
car, subject in both instances to 
the reductions mentioned above. 
The Club reserves the right to 
declare the entry list closed at 
any time. 

Seven non-transferable Pit 
Passes will be issued to every 
entrant in respect of each car 
entered. 

Crash helmets are recommended 
but are not compulsory. 
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FOR YOUR INOTEBOOIK 
PROVISIONAL 
FIXTURES FOR 

LIST 
THE 

OF MOTORING 
1935 SEASON 

T
HE following is a provisional list, 
compiled by the R.A.C., of the 
British motoring events which will 

take place in 1935. The list of inter
national fixtures appeared in the last 
issue of The M.G. 1Wagazine, and a 
complete calenclar showing the whole 
of the events in 1935 is now being 
printed by the R.A.C., and will be 
available to members of Associated 
Clubs and holders of Competition 
Licences without charge. 

JANUARY 
12th Club of Nomad Motorists

Reliability Trial. 
13th M.G. Car Club-Challenge Trial. 
20th Great West M.C.-Reliability 

Trial. 
Hastings and D.M.C.-Relia
bility Trial. 
Vintage Sports Car Club-Re
liability Trial. - · 

27th Ringwood M.C. and L.C.C.
Reliability Trial. 

FEBRUARY. 
3rd West Rants. L.C.C.-Hartwell 

Cup Trial. 
9th Riley M.C.-Annual Winter 

Trial. 
16th Cambridge U.A.C.-Reliability 

Trial. 
Scottish Sporting Car Club
Half-day Trial. 
S.S. Car Club-Buxton Trial. 

17th Southsea M.C. - President 's 
Challenge Trophy Trial. 

23rd Sutton Coldfield and N.B.A.C.
Colmore Trophy Trial. 

24th Kentish Border C.C.-Relia
bility Trail. 
·west Herts A.C.-"Chiltern 
Hundred" Trial. 
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2nd Junior Car Club-Brooklands 
Rally. 

9th Riley M.C.-Reliability Trial. 
10th-Vintage Sports Car Club-Re

liability Trial. 
16th Brooklands Auto. Racing Club 

-Open Meeting. 
N.W. London M.C.-Coventry 
Cup Trial. 
Southport M.R.C.-Speed Meet
ing. 
Standard Car Owners' Club
Reliability Trial. 

17th Brighton and Hove M.C. Ltd.
Spring Cup Trial. 

23rd Cambridge U.A.C.-Speed Trial, 
Syston Park. 
M.G. Car Club (Scottish)-Re
liability Trial. 
United Hospitals and U.L.M.C. 
-Reliability Trial. 

26th-30th R.A.C. Rally-Eastbourne. 
30th Scottish Sporting C.C.-Half

day Trial. 

31st Bugatti Owners.' Club-Malvern 
Rally. 

APRIL 

Great West M.C.-Spring Cup 
Trial. 

6th Junior Car Club-Inter Centre 
Rally. 
Lancashire and Cheshire C.C.
Sporting Trial. 
Women's A. and S.A.-Re
stricted Trial. 

6th and 7th Brighton and Hove M.C. 
Ltd.-Reliability Trial. 

7th Cambridge U .A.C. - Exmoor 
Trial. 
Middlesex County A.C.-Open
ing Run. 

13th Derby and D.M.C.-Speed Meet
ing, Donington. 
Southport M.R.C.-Speed Meet
ing. 
S.S. Car Club-Half-day Trial. 
Veteran Car Club-Rally and 
Hill Climb. 

13th and 14th Singer Motor Club
Rallv. 

14th Margate and D.C.C.-Restricted 
Trial. 

19th and 20th Motor Cycling Club Ltd . 
-London-Land's End Trial. 

20th and 22nd Scottish Sporting C.C. 
-Two Days' Trial. 

22nd Brooklands Auto. Racing Club-
Race Meeting. 

22nd to 27th Ulster A.C.-Rally. 
27th Middlesex County A.C.-British 

Car Competition . · 
Sutton Coldfield and N.B.A.C.
Team Trial. 
Triumph M.C.-"Cotswold 100." 
Women's A. and S.A.-Welsh 
Trial. 

28th Bugatti Owners' Club-Monte
Honiton-Carlo Rally. 

MAY 
4th M.G. Car Club--Abingdon-

Abingdon Trial. 
Mid Surrey A .C.-Grand Cup 
Trial. 
Tweed Valley M.C.-Haystoun 
Trophy Trial. 

4th or 5th Standard Car Owners' Club 
-Reliability Trial. 

6th Junior Car Club-International 
Trophy . Race. 

11th Derby and D.M.C.-Race Meet
ing, Donington. 
Kent and Sussex L.C.C.-Lewes 
Speed Trials. 
Middlesex C.A.C.-Lady Dri
vers' Competition. 
Southport M.R.C .-Speed Meet
ing. 

12th Liverpool M.C. - Invitation 
Trial. 
Talbot Owners' Club-Talbot 
Twenty Trial. 
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18th Midland A.C.-Shelsley Walsh 
Hill Climb. 
\Vestern Centre-Cotswold Cup 
Trial. 

19th Kentish Border C.C.-"Best" 
Cup Trial. 

25th Bugatti Owners' Club-Speed 
Hill Climb. 
M.G. Car Club (Scottish)-Half
day Trial. 
Middlesex C.A.C. - Efficiency 
Test. 
N.W. London M.C.-Lawrence 
Cup Trial. 
Riley A.C.-24 Hour Trial. 

26th Rochester, Chatham and D .:i\1.C. 
-Night Trial. 
West Hants. L.C.C.-Banfield 
Cup Trial. 

29th and 31st R.A.C.-Mannin Races, 
Isle of Man. 

JUNE 
7th and 8th Motor Cycling Club Ltd. 

-London-Edinburgh Trial . 
10th Brooklands Auto. Racing Club

Race Meeting. 
10th-14th Royal Scottish A.C.-Rally. 
15th Kent and Sussex L.C.C.-Lewes 

Speed Trials. 
Mid Surrey A.C.- - Holyhead 
Trial. 

21st~23rd S.S. Car Club--Blackpool 
Rally. 

22nd Ulster Automobile Club-County 
Down Trophy Race. 
Middlesex C.A.C.- Oakes Com
petition. 
Standard Car Owners' Club-
Rally and Gymkhana. 

22nd and 23rd Brighton and Hove 
M.C. Ltd.-Brighton-Beer Trial. 

29th Junior Car Club - Members' 
Day, Brooklands. 
Scottish Sporting C.C.-Main 
Road Trial. 
Sutton Coldfield and N.B.A.C....;.
Vesey Cup Trial. 
Triumph M.C. 

29th a:o,d 30th ·west Rants . L.C.C.
Concours d'Elegance and Gym
khana. 

30th Liverpool M.C.-Closed Trial. 

JULY 
5th and 6th Motor Cycling Club Ltd. 

-Reliability Trial. 
6th British Racing Drivers' Club

British Empire Trophy Race. 
Middlesex C.A.C.-100 Miles' 
Trial. 
Scottish Sporting C.C.-Speed 
Event. 

13th Derby and D.M.C.-Race Meet
ing, Donington: 

16th-20th South Wales A.C.-Welsh 
Rally. 
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20th Women's A. and S.A.-Buxton 
Trial. 

21st .Middlesex C.A.C.-Village Seek
ing Competition. 

27th Bugatti Owners' Club-Speed 
Trial. 
Southport M.R.C.-Speed Meet
ing. 

28th Brighton and Hove M.C. Ltd.
Drewitt Trophy Trial. 

AUGUST 
2nd-3rd Mid-Surrey A.C.-Barnstaple 

Trial. 
5th Brooklands Auto. Racing Club

Race Meeting. 
Lancashire A.C.-Sporting Trial. 

I 7th Derby and D.M.C.-Clubman's 
Day, Donington. 

24th Kent and Sussex L.C.C.- Lewes 
Speed Trials. 
Southport M.R.C.-Speed Meet
ing. 

31st Ulster A.C.-Craigantlet Hill 
Climb. 

SEPTEMBER 

ist Kentish Border C.C.-Relia
bility Trial. 
Lancashire and Cheshire C.C.
Lakeland Trial. 

7th R.A.C.-Tourist Trophy Race. 
Bugatti Owners' Club-Speed 
Trials, Lewes. · 
Middlesex C.A.C.-Hill Climb
ing Competition. 
Triumph M.C.-Chiltern One
Twenty. 

II th Sutton Coldfield and N.B.A.C.
Evening Car Trial. 

14th Brighton and Hove i\11.C. Ltd.
Speed Trials. 
Edinburgh and D.M.C.-Relia
bility Trial. 
Motor Cycling Club Ltd. -
Brooklands Meeting. 

15th Yorkshire Sports C.C.-Speed 
Trials. 
Middlesex C.A.C.-Speed Judg
ing Competition. 

21st British Racing Drivers' Club-
500 Miles' Race. 
Scottish Sporting C.C.-Half
day Trial. 
Southport M.R.C.-Speed Meet
ing. 
Riley M.C.-Cotswold 6 Ladies' 
Trial. 

21st and 22nd West Hants. L.C.C.
Reliability Trial. 

28th Midland A.C.- Shelsley Walsh 
Hill Climb. 
Junior Car Club---Lynton Trial. 

29th Rochester, Chatham and D.M.C. 
-Reliability Trial. 
Singer Car Club-Bullock Cup 
Trial. 

OCTOBER 

5th Derby and D.M.C.- Race Meet
ing, Donington. 
Royal Scottish A.C.- Team 
Trial. 
Standard Car Owners' Club
Reliability Trial. 
Women's A. and S.A.-London
Exeter. 

5th and 6th Sydenham M.C.-Relia
bility Trial. 
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12th Brooklands Auto. Racing Club
Race Meeting. 
Motor Cycling Club Ltd.
Sporting Trial. 

13th Bugatti Owners' Club-One-day 
Trial. 

19th N.W. London M.C. - Team 
Trial. 

26th Mid-Surrey A.C.-Experts Trial. 
Scottish Sporting C.C.-Anni
versary Run. 

27th Brighton and Hove M.C. Ltd. 
-Reliability Trial. 

NOVEMBER 
2nd Bristol M.C. and L.C.C.-Re

stricted Trial. 
Oxford and Cambridge U.C.
Inter-Varsity Trial. 

9th Sutton Coldfield and N.B.A.C. 
-Shell Cup Trial. 
Women's A. and S .A.-Relia
bility Trial. 

10th Kentish Border C.C.-Sporting 
Trial. 

17th Great West M.C. - Thatcher 
Trophy Trial. 

23rd Bugatti Owners' Club-Night 
Trial. 
Singer M.C.-Sporting T rial. 

DECEMBER 
rst Liverpool M.C.- Closed Trial. 

West Hants. L.C.C. - Simon 
Trophy Trial. 
N .W. London M.C.-London
Gloucester Trial. 

27th and 28th Motor Cy cling Club 
Ltd.-London-Exeter Trial. 

I nternational and M.G . Car Club 
fixtures in heavy type . 
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EAST BOUR !NE IH 0 
R.A.C .. R.ALLY ENTRIES CLOSE AT 308 
-FULL DETAILS OF THE ARRANGEMENTS-

THE Regulations for the 
. R.A.C. Rally and Coachwork 
· Competition, which is to be 

held on 26th-30th March, provide 
that the finishing point of the 
Rally will be Eastbourne, cars 
will be parked in the Corporation 
Coach Station and Prince's Park, 
and the headquarters of the Rally 
will be the Grand Hotel. 

Nine starting points will be 
employed, and the route from each 
one to Eastbourne will be approxi
mately xooo miles. The inter-

. mediate controls on each route 
are as follows :-

Buxtou (start), Newcastle-on
Tyne, Llandudno, Tenby, Skeg
ness, Eastbourne. 

Edinburglr. (start), Harrogate, 
Kin.g's Lynn, Llandudno, Ten
by, Eastbourne. 

Harrogate (start), Edinburgh, 
Scarborough, Llandudno, Ten
by, Eastbourne. 

Leamington {start) , Newcastle-on-
Tyne, Llandudno, Tenby, 
King's Lynn, Eastbourne. 

Liverpool (start) , Newcastle-on
Tyne, Skegness, Llandudno, 
Tenby, Eastbourne. 

Llandrindod Wells (start), King's 
Lynn, Scarborough, Llandudno, 
Tenby, Eastbourne. 

London ,{start), Truro, Leaming
ton, Llandudno, King's Lynn, 
Eastbourne. 

Torquay {start), Leamington, 
Scarborough, Llandudno, Ten
by, Eastbourne-. 

Great Yarmouth (start), Chelten
ham, Skegness, Llandudno, 
Tenby, Eastbourne. 

Of these, three starting points 
are new, viz. : Llandrindod Wells, 
Torquay and Great Yarmouth. 
The routes also are mainly of a 
cross-cow1try nature, calling for 
a knowledge of map reading, and, 
with the exception of the com
petitors starting from London, all 
cars in the Rally will have to 
cover the road between Llandudno 
and Tenby, from the extreme 
north to the extreme south of 

Wales. 
The start will be on Tuesday, 

26th March, and competitors may 
. select their own starting point, 

but not more . than 100 competi
tors will be accepted from any 
one Starting Control. The total 
number of entries in the Rally 
will be limited to 400, the numbers 
received in pre\'ious years being 
362 in 1932, 353 in 1933, and 
400 in 1934. 

The Road Section of the Rally 
will include the 1000 miles on the 
road, the examination for condi
tion at the end of this run and 
the starting from cold test. For 
the Road Section there will be 
only one class, and all cars, i.n-e
spective of size, will be required 
to a veragc 26 miles per hour 
throughout the moo miles, in
cluding all stops. Competitors 
are not required to run to an 
exact schedule between the inter
mediate Controls, which are kept 
opeu for sufficient periods to 
enable drivers to take such rest 
and refreshment as they require. 

Every car must carry a mini
mum of two drivers, neither of 
whom shall drive for more than 
seven hundred of the thousand 
miles. No bonus marks will be 
given for additional passengers, 
although any number may be 
carried up to the capacity of the 
car. 

All of the cars completing the 
Road Section of the Rally will 
arrive at Eastbourne during the 
morning of Thursday, 29th March, 
after having spent two days and 
nights on the road. On arrival 
they will be examined and marks 
deducted for breakages or damage. 
The cars will be parked in the 
open until the following morning, 
and may be covered, providing 
any material used is carried on 
the car throughout the Road 
Section. 

On Friday morning cars must 
be started from cold and driven 
away within five minutes, prior 
to taking part in the Eliminating 
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Tests. The nature of these Tests 
will not be revealed until com
petitors have arrived at East
bourne, in order to prevent prac
tising or special tW1ing. For the 
Eliminating Tests the Rally will 
be divided into four groups by 
horse-power, each of which will 
be further sub-divided into open 
and closed cars. 

The R.A.C. has viewed with 
considerable concern the tendency 
to enter cars in the Rally which 
have been very specially prepared, 
with the object of gaining the 
premier awards which have hither
to been offered. To remove the 
incentive for such special prepara
tion, the R.A.C. proposes to award 
no prizes for hest performances 
either in classes or from starting 
points, nei ther, obviously, will 
there be any team awards. The 
Awards for the Rallv will there
fore be Class Awardi only. First 
Class Awards will be given to the 
33l per cent . of entrants in 
each Group who make the best 
performance in the Eliminating 
Tests and who have completed 
the Road Section, passed the 
Final Inspection for condition 
and passed the Starting Test 
without loss of marks. 

Second Class Awards will be 
given to the 33t per cent. who 
make the next best performances 
and who comply with the above 
conditions. 

Third Class A wards will be 
given to the remaining competi
tors who complete the Road 
Section, whicb includes the Final 
Inspection, Starting Test and 
Eliminatin~ Tests. 

The final day, Saturday, 30th 
March, will be devoted to the 
Coachwork Competition for cars 
that have completed the Road 
Section and the Eliminating Tests 
of the Rally. It will be divided 
into open cars, two-door closed 
cars and four-door- closed cars, 
and each of these classes will be 
sub-divided into seven further 
classes on a price basis. 
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FAIMOUS TEST IHllLLS A/ND /HOW 

TO CL/I/MB TIHEIM--- NO. 2-LITTON SLACK 

This article is the second of a series specially 
prepared for "The M.G. Magazine," with a plan 
drawn to scale, photographs and hints to novice 
trials competitors, from a special survey by ... 

W. A. GIBSON MARTIN 

margin extends 
for several yards 
on each side, 
gradually rising 
and merging into 
the hills which 
form such a mag
nificent grand
stand for the 
spectators in a 
reliability trial. 
Soon one comes 
to a fork. To 
the right is a 
narrow track 
sweeping up
wards and taking 
a wide, double 
bend as it reaches 
the top by a 
comparatively 
easy gradient. 
To the left is a 
steeper and more 
difficult climb, 
known as Litton 

LITTON . SLACK 
-TEST HILL-

Specially Surveyed 
-for-

The 'M.G. Magazine" 
S(:ale 

.i:: ~ .• Ya~ds 

Dotted line indic4tes 
approximate course 
cf "Slipw•y" rc•d ' i 
an ea9ier gradient 
with good surfo.cE' 
a.II the woy up. 
(Note . this slipway . ~ r 
road ho.s not bo?e n _Jf .,.__ 
accurdtely surveyed w e 
as it is of no interest 
to competltors.J 

THE simplest route to Litton 
Slack is via the main Bake
well-Buxton road, turning 

north at the R.A.C. telephone box 
(7! miles from Bakewell and 5 
miles from Buxton) to Miller's 
Dale. In this little village take 
a right~hand fork (just after 
passing underneath the railway 
bridge) where a sign-post indi
cates " Lit ton Mill." Follow 
alongside the river's edge for a 
little more than one mile, coming 
to a hamlet of stone houses. On 
the left is a row of stone pillars 
standing slightly back from the 
road; and on the right a post
pillar box set in the wall. Leave 
the river at this point and bear 
left, through gate pillars and up 
a steepish, stony incline, swinging 
sharply to the left in a few yards 
and then following a straight, 
narrow by-road uphill with the 
surface inclined to be stony in 
places-a fitting approach to 
Litton Slack itself. 

Although the track is narrow, 
a smooth and usually firm grass 

Slack. This fork is taken as the 
starting point for our survey. 

Slack depends very largely upon 
the weather. I have heard of a 
motorcyclist going up non-stop 
with both feet on the saddle, and 
of a car climbing successfully in 
second gear all the way. Such 
feats are not impossible, but they 
demand conditions which, if nor
mal, would speedily lead to the 
omission of Litton Slack from all 
further trials. Surveyed in Janu
ary, after a fall of snow followed 
by frost, the surface appeared so 
bad that personally I would not 
attempt the climb without 
chains. In better weather, with 
some of the big, loose rocks 
cleared away and a few ruts 
filled in, the average M.G. owner 
could make a clean ascent nine 
times out of ten. 

Success or failure on Litton 

No. 1 • THE APPROACH TO LITTON SLACK. 
JI/JI bey•ond the left-band edge of tbiJ picl11re. 

011r .fllrvey begins al the fork, 
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Litton Slack lies in a valley, 
and from fork to gateway meas-
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ures 262 yards, varying in width 
from 8 ft. 6 in. to II ft., with a 
gradient which reaches as much . 
as l in 4, one sharp bend near·· 
the summit, arid finishing in a 

jects on the right. Both these 
obstacles must be avoided, even 
if only to safeguard the st.imp ! 
At 208 yards the surface narrows 
to . 7 ft. ; at 220 yards another 

. 
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large rock juts out. At 234 yards 
the track sweeps round to the 
right, with a deep gulley on the 
right (following the grass margin) 
and a stone wall in front, with 
trees and several houses beyond. 

Ha.Ying rounded this bend, one 
sees the radiator silhouetted 
against the horizon : but be.:. 
ware! There is a T-shaped 
junction here, successful com
petitors taking a sudden left
hand turn, through the gate to
wa:rds Litton village; while in 
competitions where a second 
attempt is permitted, the failures 
may turn right and follow a 
"slipway" road (indicated by 
dotted lines on the plan) back to 
the starting point far below. 

No. 2. THE FIRST ROCKY SECTION. · Sun;eyed in Jan11ary, the mrfa•e appear.t 
really appalling. In dry weather ii 111aku qr1ile an easy climb-al any rate, as 
far as this point • . • 

Now for the actual climb. Start 
off in first gear, and even although 
this may seem rather low for the 
first roo yards or so, resolutely 
ignore every temptation to change 
up. Of all trial hills, Litton Slack 

sudden left-hand turn through 
the gateway leading on to Litton 
village. 

For the first roo yards every
thing is plain sailing, with a rough 
but not difficult surface con
sisting mainly of loose stones and 
earth. On the right a wide 
stretch of firm and almost level 

· grass runs parallel with the track, 
gradually becoming narrower until 
it merges into the track just 
before it takes a right-hand bend. 
After 130 yards the left-hand 
bank begins to rise sharply, and 
at 150 yards the surface becomes 
distinctly worse, with large loose 
stones, deep ruts, and projecting 
pieces of rock. At 190 yards a 
large rock demands careful ne
gotiation, especially as another 
one-only slightly smaller-pro-

No 3 APPROACHING THE LAST BEND. This pi•lllre shows the gulley on 
• ' the right-ha11d side of the lra•k, and gives .tome idea of the .t11rfa•e. The di111b 

fi11ishes al the gale, on top of the hill, where competitors 111ake a sharp right-angle 
turn lo the left. 
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No. 4. 
A "CLOSE-UP" 
JUST AFTER 
ROUNDING THE 
FINAL B END. 
A lthoi1gh not a very clear 
picture, this is inc/11ded 
in order Jo e111pha.tise 
the .tharp left-hand turn 
al the gale. The road 
beyond is only an inch or 
two 111ore than 9feet wide 
and the gateway is hardly 
an)' wider, so that co111-
petilors mwt exercise 
considerable care in 
approaching this gale, 
otherwise they 111ay fail 
to negotiate the corner. 

is most decidedly a 
first gear climb, all the 
way from the fork. 
After mo yards or so 
one can see a rocky 
section ahead. Map 
out a suitable course, 
always bearing in 
mind the two rocks 
(one central and the 
other on the right) to 
which reference has 
already been made, at 
190 yards. You may 
choose to keep left at 

(Contimud on page 633) 
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LITION SLACK HILL 
(Co,.ti1'ft<d from page 632) 

this point, avoiding the central 
rock at the risk of a litth.: wheel
spin perhaps on the left-hand 
grass margin. Later on, one 
must choose a definite course 
again, to avoid hitting another 
obstacle with the sump. On the 
bend itself, so much depends upon 
weather conditions that I hesi
tate to say anything at all, except 
that one's course here will be 
influenced to some extent by the 
gate through which one must 
pass immediately afterwards. In 
certain circumstances the last 
yard or two will test car and 
driver very severely, for one 
comes to a "T"-shaped junction 
(approaching via the perpendi
cular part of the "T") where the 
"Slipway" road (the horizontal 
part of the "T ") is only 9 ft. 
6 in. wide, with a maximum of 
9 ft. 4 in. between the gate
posts on the left. This, of course, 
does not allow much margin in 
which to make a right-angle 
turn on the level, after coming 
up a gradient of I in 5 or there
abouts, on first gear with the 
engine revving merrily: more 
especially when the last yard of 
the cli.mb is complicated by large 

No. 5 LOOKING BACK FROM THE TOP OF LITTON SLACK to the fork. 
' The slipway road may be seen fai11t/;' 011 the left, u,hi/e the track itself begi11s at the 

fork where the slipway road joins it. This is the pointfrom which 011r survey starts. 

stones right and left which pre
vent any attempt at cutting the 
corner very fine. 

Litton Slack requires careful 
driving at three separate sections : 
(a) the projecting rocks at 190 

yards, preceded and followed by 
soft patches of earth, ruts of 
varying depths, and loose stones, 
with a gradient of rather more 
than I in 5 occasionally ; (b) 
the bend, which rises at a gradient 
of about 1 in 7 ; and (c) the final 
right-angle tum between gate
posts at the top. As far as (a) 

and (b) are concerned, tactics will 
vary according to the weather. 
In (c) however one must always 
beware of reaching the summit 
with too many revs. in hand. 
Pass close to the right-hand 
stones, and begin to lock over a 
few inches after the front wheels 
reach level ground, but the 
manceuvre must be carefully 
judged lest the right-hand stones 
strike the rear wheels or any 
point projecting beyond the 
rear axle, such as the fuel tank 
or rear wing. 



TIHE CAR COIMPAINY1)S 
RAClllNG POLllCY FOR 

The M.G. Car Co. Ltd. recently authorised the publication 
of the following statement concerned with its official policy 

for the forthcoming motor racing season. 
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AS in the past, any M.G.s 
If that race will be a standard 

product that anyone can pur
chase, except for modifications 
their respective owners subse
quently may have carried out. 

appear with monoposto or single
seater bodies. 

great reputation M.G.s have al
ready established. / 

Both the existing "Q " type 
M.G. Midget and the "K3 " 
M.G. Magnette, which have been 
so successful during the past 
season, will be considerablv modi
fied and improved, and 'instead 
of being produced as a two-seater 
road racing model , as for the 
24-Hours Race at Le Mans, will 

At this juncture it is not con
sidered advisable to release any 
further information, but pro
visional orders will be accepted 
for delivery in strict rotation, 
commencing April, of :-

M.G. Monoposto Midget, 
750 c.c. Approx. price £600. 

M.G. Monoposto Magnette, 
noo c.c. Approx. price £950. 

Needless to say, they are 
being designed and produced 
worthily to maintain the 
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OTORIN 

NEWS 
W HAT is to be the Grand 

Prix formula for 1937-8 
and 9 ? In this country 

the British Racing Drivers' Club 
are in favour of limiting engine 
size to two litres, whilst Mr. 
Kimber, the Managing Director 
of The M.G. Car Company Ltd., 
whose letter to the Press I append, 
favours r500 c.c. maximum cap
acity and 600 kilogrammes mini
mum weight :-
"Sir, 

"We understand that the Inter
national formula for Racing cars, 
which at present is simply one of 
a maximum weight of 750 kilo
grammes, is under revision, with 
the idea of introducing fresh regu
lations that can come into force 
for the racing season commencing 
r937 . 

. "Because of this we trust you 
will find space for this letter, vvith 
the idea of supporting a proposal 
which we understand has been 
put forward by the R.A.C. on 
behalf of Great Britain. 

"It is well known that the 
present regulations have resulted 
in the production of a car which 
is too fast for reasonable safety 
in road races, and also that only 
a few drivers are capable · of 
piloting them. 

"We would like to see a formula 
introduced, consisting simply of 
a maximum cylinder capacity of 
r500 c.c. and a minimum weight 
of 600 kilogrammes, as raced, but 
without fuel. 

"If this were then adopted, the 
following important results would 
be achieved :-

" (1) A formula that could be 
simply and easily checked and 
verified, and would prevent any 
possibility of in tern a ti on al friction 
between countries arising as to 
the way in which such regulations 

1..=I ==========BELIEVE IT OR NOT! 
had been interpreted. 

"(z) The cars, whilst being 
with present developments ex
tremely fast, would be infinitely 
safer. 

"(3) A very much larger num
ber of drivers would be capable 
of driving them. 

"(4) Whilst the adoption of 
these regulations would be favour
able in Great Britain, it would be 
equally favourable to quite a 
number of factories on the Conti
nent, who are at the present time 
unable to build racing cars to the 
existing formula. This would have 
the beneficial effect of making the 
various events more varied and 
more international in character. 

"(5) It would put an end to the 
present position, where Grand 
Prix racing is in the hands of 
five firms only, most of whom are 
understood to be heavily subsi
dised by their respective Govern
ments. 

"In conclusion, we are writing 
this letter in the hope that, should 
it be published, it will create an 
interest in a subject which other
wise might not be ventilated. 

THE M.G. CAR COMPANY LTD. 
CECIL KIMBER, 

Managing Director." 
"Feb. 2, 1935." 

Bearing in mind that Alfa 
Romeo, Maserati and Bugatti 
already have under r500 c.c. 
racing cars, Auto Union and 
Mercedes are alleged to be building 
them also, besides which the 
British M.G. and E.R.A. are pro
ducing under 1500 c.c. single-
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seater jobs, the 1500 c.c. formula 
would undoubtedly ensure a far 
greater number of makes in the 
races thus governed without re
stricting speeds to the extent of 
spoiling the even ts from the spec
tacular viewpoint. 

Anyway, these points of view 
make good material for discus
sion and a dea.l depends on the 
decision, since even though there 
are only a few Grands Prix run 
under the international formula, 
the cars are eligible for the other 
events for racing cars on the 
international calendar, which 
means that the formula has a 
great bearing on racing as a 
whole. 

With the possibility of the 
1500 c.c. formula being accepted, 
the next step, of course, would be 
to raise sufficient prize money and 
revive the British Grand Prix 
to be run under the new formula. 

Coming back to the present, 
the racing season has really 
begun, with a Ferrari win for 
Nuvolari in the Pau Grand Prix, 
speed 52 .19 m.p.h. with a 2600 
c.c. Alfa ; team mate Rene Drey
fus was second, also with an Alfa, 
and Soffiette third. Things are 
not yet in full swing, but when 
the Germans get going we shall 
have some even more interesting 
racing than last year, bearing in 
mind that the Alfa, with the 
Porsche independently sprung 
rear wheels, etc., will most likely 

(Contin11ed 011 page 641) 
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MOTORING NEWS 
(Co11ti11ued /1011< page 640) 

be a match for their German 
rivals which,showed up to advan
tage at the end of last season. 

After a whole lot of "shopping" 
on the part of the drivers and 
those concerned, the Teams for 
the season are for the most part 
fixed up. 

Herewith sundry details of the 
more important:-

Ferrari (Alfas)-Nuvolari, Chi
ron, Dreyfus. Trossi, Commotti, 
Brivio. 

Auto Union-Von Stuck, Varzi, 
Prince von Leiningen. 

Mercedes-Caracciola, Von 
Brauchitsch, Fagioli. 

Eyston (M.G.s)-Eyston, Hand
ley, Black (Reserve Seaman). 

Austin - Dodson, Woods, 
Driscoll. 

Noel Rees-Lord Howe, Brian 
Lewis. 

Sub Alpina (Maseratis)-Etan
celin Zehender, Ghersi and 
Farina. 

E.R.A.-Mays, Cook, Rose
Richards, Seaman. 

Whitney Straight is to be an 
independent this season and is 
not to operate a Continental 
programme, the reason being that 
he has become a Director of 
General Aircraft Ltd. ; but it 
may be anticipated he will appear 
in some of the British events in 
the G.P. Maserati which he drove 
in 1934· Straight has already 
done a great deal of flying and 
is acquiring a machine with a 
potential 200 m.p.h. for his own 
use. 

One has to sympathise with 
Humphrey Symons in his bad 
luck in the Monte Carlo Ra1ly. 
After 2350 miles from Umea, over 
a good deal of ice-covered road 
and when almost a certain winner, 
irrespective of class, he had cer
tain trouble in the final test, 
probably due to having skidded 
off the road on one or two occa
sions. He won a second place in 
the coachwork comfort competi
tion for open cars and demon
strated the reliability ~f the 
supercharged Magnette N. type, 
but all this must seem poor con
solation after being within an ace 
of victory. 

Winning the Colmore Trophy 

FORTHCOMING 
FIXTURES 
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2. Junior Car C lub, Brooklands Rally. 
9. Light Car Club Reliability Trial. 

9. Riley M .C. Reliability Trial. 
10. Standard C.O.C.-S.E. Section 

Reliability Trial. 
Io. Vintage Sports Car Club Relia

bility Trial. 

I 5-24. Geneva Motor Show. 
16. Brooklands Auto. Racing Club, 

Open Meeting. 
16. N.W. London M.C. Coventry 

Cup Trial. 
16. Southport M.R.C. Speed Meeting. 
16. Standard Car Owners' Club, 

Reliability Trial. 
17. Brighton and Hove M .C. Ltd., 

Spring Cup Trial. 
17. Frazer Nash C.C. Reliability Trial. 
23. Cambridge U.A.C. Speed Trial, 

Syston Park. 
23. M.G. · Car Club (Scottish) 

Reliability Trial. 

23 . United Hospitals and U.L. M.C. 
Reliability Trial. 

•3 · N.W. London M .C. Reliability 
Trial. 

24. M.G. Car Club (Northern 
Centre) Opening Event. 

24. Hastings and District M.C. Re-
liability Trial. 

24. Kentish Border C.C. Hill C limb. 

26-30. R.A.C. Rally, Eastbourne. 
30. Scottish Sporting C .C . Half-Day 

Trial. 
3 r. Bugatti Owners' Club, Malvern 

Rally. 
3 L Great W est M .C . Spr:ng Cup 

Trial. 

has become almost a habit with 
M.G. competitors, having pulled 
it off for the fourth successive 
year. This year G. Goodman, 
with an M.G. Midget, has the 
honour, with a figure of merit of 
22.4. 

The Bernard Norris Cup for 
the best performance with an 
noo c.c. car goes to that con
sistently successful trials driver, 
H. K. Crawford, who was driving 
an M.G. Magnette N. type. 

Best performances in Inter
national classes were won by 
J. M. Toulmin (noo c.c.) with 
an M.G. :Midget P. type, and 
E. M. Tomkinson (1500 c.c.) with 
an M.G. Magnette. In addition, 
the M.G. competitors won 50 per 
cent. of the premier awards and 
seven second class, all this pro
visional, and subject to con
firmation. 
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Les Murphy, who won the 
Grand Prix at Phillip Island, 
Australia, with an M.G. Midget 
P . type, has written about racing 
generally in that country and, 
looking back over the past twelve 
months, M.G. appears as the out
standing marque. 

Anyway, in four events on the 
Phillip Island course, about fifty 
miles from Melbourne, M.G.s have 
won three, a team prize in another, 
and in the fourth fastest time for 
the race and fastest lap, the last 
incidentally with the K.3 M.G. 
Magnette with which Bernard 
Rubin and tfle late Sir Henry 
Birkin put up such a fine per
formance in the Mille Miglia of 
1933-

Which reminds me, what a long 
life and varied some racing cars 
have. A few days back I was 
looking over the record of one of 
the 1933 Mille Miglia team cars, 
which has performanced as fol
lows:-

First in the Mille Miglia 1933· 
Third, International Trophy. 
Driven by George Eyston in the 

1933 I.O.M. Mannin Beg. 
First, T.T. 1933 (Nuvolari). 
It was then bought by a 

German, who is reported to have 
fitted a single-seater body, chro
mium plated all over ! 

After racing it in the 1934 
Mille Miglia, he raced it again at 
A.V.U.S., and then it passed on 
to Josef Moritz, who set up four 
records during the record week 
last October at Tat, in Hungary, 
and won first prize at Godi:illi:i, 
Mount Harmashater and Dreige
markungs Hill Climbs and, as far 
as is known, the car is all ready 
to go back in the fray of 1935· 

MOTORING TERMS 
ILLUSTRATED 

No. 10---AUDIBLE WARNING 
OF APPROACH I 
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